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able has happened, and even as one knew it was coming, its occurrence be queaths a practical problem: how will we carry on theoretically without his presence, his steadfast appearance in the ongoing international seminar that was his life? Surely one way to carry on without him will be to adhere to the conviction that theory matters, that it is not dead, that it has a fu ture?indeed, a vital future?which Derrida himself theorized brilliantly. Derrida's work was a formation in literary studies for my cohort, trained in literature departments in the 1970s and 1980s. He taught us to appreciate the intermediation of literary reading and philosophy, the value of the "live" lecture in the double sense of speaking out and performing the ritual of the reading on its way to becoming a diagnosis of the event. He helped explicate the violent, combustive process by which the future, or its 
